
The Rhetorical Situation

The art of persuasion

MT 4: Writing the Argument



What is a rhetorical 
Situation?

● The context of a 
persuasive act
○ Speaker
○ Audience
○ Subject
○ Purpose
○ Situation
○ Genre

It’s got a big word with a 
weird H in it. 



The Rhetorical Triangle



Three Rhetorical Appeals
● Ethos

○ Appeals to audience’s sense of credibility 
○ The character & credibility of the 

author/speaker/creator
● Pathos

○ Appeals to audience’s emotions
○ Any sort of feeling

● Logos
○ Appeals to audience’s sense of logic
○ Data, facts, quotes, examples, etc.



In Real Life



Analyzing the 
Rhetorical 
Situation

P: Purpose

A: Audience

S: Subject

T: Tone

A: Author’s Bias

With PASTA



Purpose
● The goal or intention of the 

author/speaker/creator
● A statement of the purpose followed by “in 

order to”
○ Ex. Mrs. A wanted to educate her students about 

the rhetorical situation in order to help them 
successfully persuade their audiences through 
their SAT Essays. 



Audience
● The listener, viewer, reader, etc.
● What knowledge, feelings, or values might 

the audience have?
○ Ex. Juniors



Subject
● The overall topic of the 

text/speech/presentation/video
○ Ex. The rhetorical situation



Tone
● The author’s attitude toward the 

subject/audience
● A feeling word or words

○ Ex. Mrs. A’s attitude toward her students is 
caring, understanding, sympathetic, hopeful, 
semi-informal, honest, etc.

○ Ex. Mrs. A’s attitude toward the rhetorical 
situation is serious, etc.



Author’s Bias
● A bias = an opinion or prejudice that... 

○ Affects the author’s writing/presentation/speech/video
○ Prevents the author from being completely neutral about the 

topic 
● Shown in evidence & word choice

○ Does the author show more positive/negative info for one 
side than the other?

○ Does the author use more positive/negative words when 
referring to one side than the other?


